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Philosophy of Education 

Growing in relationship with God is the main goal of St. John Paul II Catholic High School. The means to 

this relationship are loving knowledge, striving for virtue, and caring about others. Students become 

responsible, accountable, and independent. Faith and reason allow students to grow in knowledge and 

wisdom. Some subjects are studied as tools for lifelong learning; other subjects are valuable as conveying 

truths that make us more fully human. Students understand their own identity in the context of the Ethics 

& Culture courses that explain the dignity of the human person as created in the image and likeness of God. 

Students know their purpose, to reach their eternal destiny by living as witnesses to the Good News of 

salvation, building up the culture of life.  

 

Graduation Requirements 

Students require 28 credits to graduate from St. John Paul II Catholic High School; students may earn up 

to 32 credits. One credit is awarded for successful completion of a full-year course and 0.5 credit is awarded 

for successful completion of a one-semester course.  Required courses and the number of credit hours for 

graduation are as follows: 

 

Theology 4 

Ethics & Culture 2 

English 4 

Mathematics 4 

History/Social Studies 4 (3-transfers) 

Science 3 

World Languages 2 

Fine Arts 1.5 

Physical Education 1 

Electives 2.5 

Total 28 (32 are possible) 

 

Academic Support Program 

This program serves students who will receive individual instruction in studying and organization, English 

and Math, and time dedicated to completing class assignments.  

Students begin the program with a four-week Summer Study Skills course. During the freshman year, 

students will schedule seven academic classes and one student support period. Students may be scheduled 

in Problem-Solving in Algebra in addition to Algebra I to develop math skills. 

 

Academic Courses  

The course descriptions include the course number and name, credit earned, grade level and prerequisites. 

All classes are graded, unless Pass/Fail is indicated. All courses are college-preparatory, and Honors (H) or 

Advanced Placement (AP) are indicated in the title of the course. Students are invited to enroll in the level 

within each subject area that meets demonstrated aptitude and performance. 

The courses offered during St. John Paul II Catholic High School’s first four years will be determined by 

the academic profile of the incoming classes. Available courses alternate to offer a wide range of courses 

over the span of four years. Students and their parents will be involved in the course selection process. 

Effort will be made to accommodate each student’s particular academic interests.   
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Honors Course Policy 

Many required courses are offered at Honors level.  Principles and concepts are explored in greater depth 

and independent work is required of the student.  The Honors course is designed to prepare the student for 

Advanced Placement courses. We hope many students with sufficiently solid foundation will desire to 

challenge themselves with an Honors course. Permission to enroll is based on meeting prerequisites and 

department approval. Honors courses are weighted an extra 0.5 point toward GPA. Students who apply for 

and are assigned to Honors courses remain in that academic level for the entire year. 

 

Advanced Placement Course Policy 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses offer course content, homework load, and pace at a college level.  

Academically ambitious students are encouraged to enroll in Advanced Placement courses, knowing that 

these will be taught in great depth and will demand more independent work on the student’s part. Permission 

to enroll is based on meeting prerequisites and department approval. AP courses are weighted an extra 1.0 

point toward GPA. Students who apply for and are assigned to Advanced Placement courses remain in that 

academic level for the entire year. All students enrolled in AP courses take the specific AP exam in May. 

There is a test fee for each AP exam taken, due by March 1. Aid may be available. 

Grades earned in honors and AP courses are weighted. On a 4.0 scale, an AP course A = 5.0 points, an A 

in Honors = 4.5 points, and an A in college-prep courses = 4.0. 

 

Course Change Policy 

Each student is expected to remain in the courses selected. For justifiable and serious reasons—1) teacher 

recommendation based on student ability; 2) desire to take a heavier academic load if space is available in 

class; 3) misplacement in a course—a semester course or full-year course may be changed during the second 

week of the course.  Full-year courses may not be changed mid-year.  During the second semester, elective 

semester courses may be changed during the second week of the course only if the schedule permits. 

Changes in course level require an Drop/Add form and must be approved by the teacher, parents or 

guardians, department chair, academic counselor and Assistant Principal for Academics.   
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Theology (1000) 

“Jesus, the Word made Flesh, invited His first disciples to be in a living relationship with Him.” 

 Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted 

“I came that you might have life, and have it more abundantly.” 

 John 10:10 

Knowing Christ, the Splendor of Truth, will set us free. The Theology courses propose the Truth of Christ 

through a message steeped in Scripture and founded on the Magisterium of the Catholic Church. Students 

have the Gospel message proclaimed to them, are confronted with a choice, and then have the freedom and 

help to make a response in faith.  

Course of Study: Students take Theology each semester they attend St. John Paul II. 

 

Required Courses: (semester courses)    

Grade 9  Revelation of Jesus  * Christology  

Grade 10 Mission of Jesus Christ   * Nature of the Church 

Grade 11  Sacraments    * Vocations 

Grade 12  Moral Life in Jesus Christ  * History of the Catholic Church

 

1110 – Revelation of Jesus  0.5 credit   Grade 9  

Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture. This course gives students a general knowledge and appreciation 

of Sacred Scripture.  They study the Bible to encounter the living Word of God, Jesus Christ.  They will 

learn about the Bible, authored by God through Inspiration, and its value to people throughout the world.  

They will learn how to read the Bible, becoming familiar with the major sections—Law, History, and 

Prophets--and books in each. They will pay particular attention to the Gospel, so that they may grow to 

know and love Jesus Christ more personally.   

 

1120 – Christology    0.5 credit   Grade 9 

Who is Jesus Christ? The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Mystery of Jesus Christ, the 

Living Word of God and the second person of the Blessed Trinity. In this course students will understand 

that Jesus Christ is the ultimate revelation to us from God.  In learning who He is, the students will also 

learn who He calls them to be. 

 

1210 – Mission of Jesus Christ  0.5 credit   Grade 10  

This course helps students understand all that God has done for us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Students 

will learn that for all eternity, God has planned for us to share eternal happiness with him, and that this is 

brought about through the act of redemption. Students will learn further that they share in this redemption 

only in and through Jesus Christ. Finally, they will be introduced to what it means to be a disciple.  

 

1220 – Nature of the Church  0.5 credit   Grade 10  

Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the Church. The purpose of this course is to help the students 

understand that in and through the Church they encounter the living Jesus Christ. They will learn that the 

Church was founded by Christ through the Apostles and sustained by Him through the Holy Spirit. The 

Church is the living Body of Christ today, having both divine and human elements. The focus of the course 

is not so much about events in the life of the Church as about the sacred nature of the Church herself. 
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1310 – Sacraments   0.5 credit   Grade 11  

Sacraments as privileged encounters with Christ. The purpose of this course is to help students understand 

that they can encounter Christ today in a full and real way in and through the sacraments, and especially 

through the Eucharist. Students will examine each of the sacraments in detail to learn how they may 

encounter Christ throughout life. 

 

1320 – Vocations   0.5 credit   Grade 11  

Responding to the Call of Jesus Christ. The purpose of this course is to help students to understand the 

vocations of life:  how Christ calls us to live. In this course, students should learn how all vocations are 

similar and how they differ.  The course presents married life, single life, priestly life, and consecrated life. 

Students learn what it means to live for the benefit of others and the value in considering a vocation in 

service to the Christian community. 

 

1410 – Moral Life in Jesus Christ 0.5 credit   Grade 12 

Graces of the sacraments support the Christian’s life in Christ. The purpose of this course is to help students 

understand that it is only through Jesus Christ that they can fully live out God’s plans for their lives.  

Students are to learn the moral concepts and precepts that govern the lives of Christ’s disciples. 

 

1420 – History of the Catholic Church 0.5 credit   Grade 12 

The purpose of the course is to supply students with a general knowledge of the Church’s history from 

apostolic times to the present.  They will learn that the Church was founded by Christ through the Apostles 

and is sustained by Him throughout history through the Holy Spirit. The students will come to know that 

the Church is the living Body of Christ today and, as such, has both divine and human elements.  Students 

will learn about the Church’s 2,000 years of history and about how the Church is led and governed by the 

successors of the Apostles. 
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Ethics and Culture (2000)  

 

These philosophy courses assist students in becoming free. Knowing their identity and purpose, students 

learn to build up the Culture of Life. 

Course of Study: Students take four semester courses, usually one each year. 

 

Required Courses:        

Grade 9  The Human Person     

Grade 10 Principles of Ethics   

Grade 11 Bioethics  

Grade 12 Ethics & Culture Leadership Seminar 

 

 

2110 – The Human Person            0.5 credit   Grade 9 

 

Human beings are persons endowed with freedom and an inner life capable of knowing and loving.  Topics 

include the union of body and soul; the powers of the rational soul and its immortality; human passions and 

temperaments, the complementarity of the sexes, and the theology of the body.  From this study, the student 

will come to appreciate the profound dignity of every human person. 

 

2210 – Principles of Ethics   0.5 credit  Grade 10 

Prerequisite:  The Human Person  

Reasoning from experience, this course introduces students to the study of voluntary human acts which lead 

to true human freedom.  St. Thomas Aquinas is used as a guide to investigate the purpose of human life, 

the nature of human action, the determination of good and evil acts, and the role of moral law, conscience, 

and virtue in achieving genuine human fulfillment. Pope St. John Paul II’s encyclical Veritatis Splendor 

applies Aquinas’ teachings to errors taught in our time. 

 

2310 – Bioethics    0.5 credit   Grade 11 

Prerequisite: Principles of Ethics  

Applying ethical principles learned in Principles of Ethics to contemporary bioethical issues, this course 

focuses primarily on issues that concern human life at its beginning and its end. Starting from the dignity 

of human life and its inviolability, students evaluate various bioethical principles regarding beginning of 

life topics.  Understanding that the human person is ordered to a supernatural end, students also examine 

end of life topics.   

 

2410 – Ethics & Culture Leadership Seminar 0.5 credit  Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Bioethics  

Students will articulate the interplay between philosophy and culture to understand how culture plays a 

pivotal role in shaping how we value the world and each other. Students will analyze aspects of culture—

including arts and sciences—to recognize the underlying philosophical beliefs about the human person. In 

dialogue with some of the great minds of Western Civilization, students seek to learn from cultures that 

promote the dignity of the human person and prepare to make their own contribution to a culture of life.  
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English (3000) 

“Whatever is true, honorable, just, 

whatever is pure, lovely, commendable, 

if there is any excellence, anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” 

Philippians 4:8 

 

“The first use of good literature is that it prevents a man from being merely modern.  Literature, classic and 

enduring literature, does its best work in reminding us perpetually of the whole round of truth and balancing 

other and older ideas against the ideas to which we might for a moment be prone.”  

– G. K. Chesterton  

 

The English courses teach three major strands of English composition and literature—writing using the 

logic of grammar; speech using memorization selections; and the various literary genres, building 

students’ vocabulary and imagination. Grammar as the logic of language is the focus for Grade 9, dialectic 

argument is the focus for Grade 10, and rhetoric is the focus for Grade 11 and 12. 

Course of study: 4 credits required 

 

Grade 9  English I – Classical Literature 

Grade 10 English II – World Literature 

Grade 11 Language & Composition – American Literature 

Grade 12 Literature & Composition – British Literature 

____________________________________________________________________________   

 

3111 – English I: Classical Literature      1 credit  Grade 9 

 

This college-preparatory course begins the study of the logic of grammar, expressed in writing and in 

speech. With literature from Greece and Rome students examine the human person’s search for identity, 

integrating with the Ethics & Culture course, The Human Person. Writing emphasizes effective sentence 

structures and paragraph development as preliminary to excellence in writing essays. Basic techniques of 

research are also introduced, and the course culminates with a researched-based essay. 

 

3113 – Honors English I: Classical Literature    1 credit  Grade 9     

Prerequisites:  A in eighth grade English, invitation based on HSPT score and writing sample.  

This honors-level course is designed for those freshmen who demonstrate an advanced proficiency in 

reading and writing. It follows the same general course of study as English I at an advanced level of 

creativity and critical thinking. Students use the logic of grammar in writing as a way to express truth. 

 

3211 – English II: World Literature      1 credit  Grade 10    

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of English I  

This course gives students dialectical tools to define the principles of happiness in the human person using 

great works of world literature. As they see characters grappling with the questions of justice, mercy and 

grace, students determine which choices brought happiness and why. They write critical literary analyses 

and creative works in the style of the literature, and read for enjoyment as well as for instruction.  
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3213 – Honors English II: World Literature     1 credit  Grade 10    

Prerequisite:  A or B in Honors English I or A in English I with department approval  

This honors class follows the same plan as English II with additional writing and reading assignments. 

Using dialectical skills, students learn literary theory and criticism using the great works of world literature. 

Writing expectations are higher, both quantitatively and qualitatively. This course is designed to direct 

students toward AP Language & Composition in their junior year. 

 

3311 – Language & Composition: American Literature   1 credit  Grade 11    

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of English II  

The keynotes for this junior-level English course are enjoyment and use of rhetorical devices in reading 

and writing about masterworks of American literature. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short stories, read in 

Bioethics, make deep truths memorable through great writing. Students will write their own assertions and 

support them with citations from the literature they have read. They will make their assertions memorable 

by using the rhetorical devices used by great writers.  

 

3313 – Honors Language & Composition: American Literature  1 credit  Grade 11 

 Prerequisite: A or B in Honors English II or A in English II with department approval 

This honors-level course is for academically independent students. This course focuses on rhetorical uses 

of language. Throughout the five hundred years of American history and culture, American writers have 

honed certain rhetorical devices to great effect, and students appreciate and evaluate these. They learn the 

craft of assertion and make their own contributions to American literature.  

 

3315 – AP Language & Composition: American Literature   1 credit  Grade 11    

Prerequisite:  A or B in Honors English II or A in English II with department approval.  

This college-level course is a reading and writing intensive course with a special emphasis on analysis of 

the stylistic and rhetorical elements of literature.  Students engage in a rigorous study of language, advanced 

grammar and syntax, and the creative choices American writers make in the process of composition.  The 

advanced nature of this course requires thoughtful commitment and extensive reading.  All students take 

the Advanced Placement exam in May. 

 

3411 – Literature & Composition: British Literature   1 credit  Grade 11 

 Prerequisite: Language & Composition 

This course traverses a chronological path through British literature. Works are chosen to illustrate heroism, 

a life well lived. Students appreciate the writers’ craft, imitate their style, and examine their purposes, using 

language to provide both meaning and enjoyment for their readers. Students write about literary works 

grammatically, dialectically, even elegantly. 

 

3413 – Honors Literature & Composition: British Literature   1 credit  Grade 12    

Prerequisite:  A in Language & Composition; A or B in Honors or AP Language & Composition  

This honors-level course traverses a chronological path through British literature. Works are chosen to 

illustrate heroism, a life well lived. Students appreciate the writers’ craft, imitate their style, and examine 

their purposes, using language to provide both meaning and enjoyment for their readers. Students write 

about literary works grammatically, dialectically, even elegantly. 
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3415 – AP Literature & Composition: British Literature  1 credit  Grade 12    

Prerequisite:  A or B in AP or Honors Language & Composition or A average in Language & 

Composition with department approval  

This college-level course is designed to engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of British 

literature. Assignments include mostly critical analysis, but also well-constructed creative writing. The goal 

of both types of writing assignments is to increase students' ability to explain clearly, cogently, even 

elegantly, what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do. All students 

take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 
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Mathematics (4000) 

 

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord Your God is One; He is God indeed.” Deuteronomy 6:4 

 

The Mathematics program provides a rigorous framework to gain understanding of concepts more deeply 

and more completely with every course.  Math courses are integrated with the science courses. The abstract 

reasoning of mathematics requires that a student transcend all the concrete particulars of a situation and 

focus on quantity.  The student must represent a situation symbolically, manipulate the symbols, and then 

relate the symbols back to the specific situation.  This kind of thinking reveals the order inherent in creation 

as part of God’s design.   

 

Course of Study: 4 credits. Students must pass Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II. Courses require 

graphing calculator. 

 

Required Courses:    Elective Courses to complete 4 credits:  

Algebra I or Honors Algebra I   College Algebra and Trigonometry  

Geometry or Honors Geometry         Pre-Calculus or Honors Pre-Calculus  

Algebra II or Honors Algebra II   Introduction to Calculus (one semester) 

      Statistics (one semester) 

      AP Statistics 

            AP Calculus AB or BC  

     

Mathematics Course Sequence (4 credits required) 

 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Algebra I Geometry Algebra II College Alg & Trig 

Statistics 0.5 / 

Intro to Calculus 0.5 

Honors Algebra I  Honors Geometry  Honors Algebra II  College Alg & Trig 

Honors Pre-Calculus or 

Pre-Calculus or 

AP Statistics 

Honors Geometry  Honors Algebra II  Honors Pre-Calculus  Statistics 0.5 / Intro to 

Calculus 0.5 or 

AP Calculus AB or BC or 

AP Statistics 

Honors Algebra II  Honors Pre-Calculus  AP Calculus AP Statistics 

 

 

4110 – Problem Solving in Algebra I  0.5 credit  Grade 9    

Prerequisite:  Students take this first semester course based on grades and standardized test scores.  

This course is taken concurrently with Algebra I in fall semester.   This course provides additional practice, 

and review of skills essential to success in Algebra 1 and higher mathematical disciplines. 
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4111 – Algebra I      1 credit  Grade 9    

Prerequisites: 8th grade Math, department placement based on HSPT scores and placement exam.   

This college-prep course is designed to provide students with a strong foundation for higher-level math 

courses.  The topics emphasized are simplifying numerical and variable expressions; integers; solving 

equations, inequalities and systems; word problems; graphing linear and quadratic equations and 

inequalities; simplifying and factoring polynomials; and simplifying rational and radical expressions. 

Concepts are integrated with freshman  Biology. 

 

4113 – Honors Algebra I    1 credit  Grade 9    

Prerequisites:  A in 8th grade Math or Algebra, department placement based on HSPT score and 

placement exam. 

This foundational course guides the student through mathematical problem-solving with variables and real 

numbers. In addition to the topics covered in Algebra I, this class considers more abstract problems and 

introduces trigonometric ratios and proofs. Concepts are integrated with freshman Biology. This is an 

accelerated course.   

 

4211 – Geometry      1 credit  Grade 9, 10    

Prerequisites: Algebra I or passing grade on Algebra I placement exam.  

In this college-prep course, students learn to apply geometric concepts, definitions, theorems and postulates, 

with emphasis on the application of algebraic concepts in geometric situations. Topics include basic 

geometric concepts, two-column deductive proofs, logic problems, inductive proofs, as well as right-

triangle trigonometry, construction, solid geometry, and coordinate geometry.   

  

4213 – Honors Geometry    1 credit  Grade 9, 10    

Prerequisites for incoming freshmen: A in Algebra I, passing grade on Algebra I placement exam.   

For current students: A in Algebra I with department approval.  

This honors course in geometry covers basic geometric concepts, two-column deductive proofs, logic 

problems, inductive proofs, as well as right-triangle trigonometry, construction, solid geometry, and 

coordinate geometry. Honors geometry emphasizes proofs, application, and problem solving, developing a 

solid conceptual foundation for Pre-Calculus and AP Calculus.   

 

4311 – Algebra II      1 credit  Taken after Geometry    

Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry  

This course extends previously studied algebra concepts to complex numbers and higher order polynomials.  

Additional functions (such as exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric) which have application in 

science, medicine, business, and other fields are included in problem solving.  The curriculum is closely 

tied to mathematical concepts used in the junior level science course, Physics. 

 

4313 – Honors Algebra II   1 credit  Taken after or with Geometry    

Prerequisites: A or B+ in Geometry (or concurrent enrollment in Geometry) and department 

approval 

Honors Algebra II emphasizes high-order thinking skills, problem solving and preparation for high levels 

of mathematics.  The course moves faster through preliminary topics of Algebra II to spend more time on 

advanced topics such as matrices, trigonometric functions, and advanced word problems.  Students in 

Honors Algebra II are preparing for admission to the AP Calculus course.  The curriculum is closely tied 

to mathematical concepts used in the junior level science course, Physics. 

 

4411 – College Algebra   0.5 credit Taken after Algebra II 

 Prerequisite: Algebra II 

This course expands the study of algebra and geometry. Students explore a variety of real life applications 

continue to improve technology skills to solve problems. 
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4421 – College Trigonometry    0.5 credit Taken after Algebra II 

 Prerequisite: Algebra II 

This course integrates algebra and geometry with an emphasis on manipulation and representation of 

functions.  Students explore a variety of real life applications continue to improve technology skills to solve 

problems. 

 

4321 – Pre-Calculus     1 credit  Taken after Algebra II  

Prerequisite:  C or better in Algebra II  

This course introduces the branch of mathematics known as analysis, the formal study of functions.  

Students compare behavior of each major class of functions, from polynomials to trigonometric, analyzing 

domain, range, and end behavior, leading to the study of limits.  Technology is used to explore the 

representations of each of these classes of functions in all their forms, numerical, algebraic, and graphical.  

This course ends with an introduction to the concepts of derivative and antiderivative. 

 

4323 – Honors Pre-Calculus/Math Analysis  1 credit  Taken after Algebra II  

Prerequisites: A or B in Honors Algebra II with department approval   

This course is for students who will take Calculus and are interested in a math or science-related career.  

This course introduces the branch of mathematics known as analysis, the formal study of functions.  

Students compare behavior of each major class of functions, from polynomials to trigonometric, analyzing 

domain, range, and end behavior, leading to the study of limits.  Technology is used to explore the 

representations of each of these classes of functions in all their forms, numerical, algebraic, and graphical.  

This prerequisite to the calculus courses ends with an introduction to the concepts of derivative and 

antiderivative. 

 

4431 – Intro to Calculus & Statistics   1 credit  Taken after Pre-Calculus  

 Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 

The first half of this course introduces the student to calculus topics developed in entrance level college 

math courses.  The second half of this course studies the statistical collection, organization, and analysis of 

data as applied to various fields that use statistics.  The entire course makes frequent and sophisticated use 

of technology. 

 

4433 – Honors Calculus     1 credit  Taken after Pre-Calculus  

Prerequisites:  Honors Pre-Calculus/Math Analysis; A or B in Pre-Calculus with department 

approval  

This course introduces students to topics developed in entrance level courses in many college mathematics 

programs.  The concept of limits, derivatives, and integrals are explored from a conceptual level using 

polynomial and rational functions.     

 

4545—AP Statistics     1 credit  Taken after Algebra II or Pre-Calculus  

Prerequisites:  A in Honors Algebra II with department approval  

This Advanced Placement college-level course gives students the opportunity to develop strategies for 

collecting, organizing, and analyzing data from surveys and experiments.  Students interpret univariate data 

and explore bivariate data, probability theory, the normal curve, hypothesis testing, confidence intervals, 

and tests of significance.  In addition to the curriculum outlined by the College Board, this course includes 

a study of the Poisson distribution, Geometric distribution, and various inferential methods. Graphing 

calculators and statistical software enhance the students’ ability to visualize and solve statistical problems. 

All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 
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4555 – AP Calculus AB    1 credit  Taken after Pre-Calculus  

Prerequisites:  A in Honors Pre-Calculus/Math Analysis with department approval  

This college-level course in single-variable calculus includes techniques and applications of the derivative, 

techniques and applications of the definite integral, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.  Algebraic, 

numerical, and graphical representations are emphasized throughout the course.  All students are required 

to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 

 

4565 – AP Calculus BC    1 credit   Taken after Pre-Calculus       

Prerequisites: A in Honors Pre-Calculus/Math Analysis with department approval  

This college-level course is roughly equivalent to both first and second semester college calculus courses 

and extends the content learned in AP Calculus AB to different types of equations and introduces the topic 

of sequences and series.  The course covers topics in differential and integral calculus, including concepts 

and skills of limits, derivatives, definite integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.  Additional 

topics include additional methods of differential and integral calculus, such as parametric, polar and vector 

functions and series.  Students approach calculus concepts and problems when they are presented 

graphically, numerically, analytically and verbally, and make connections amongst these representations, 

including using technology.  All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 
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History / Social Studies (5000) 

 

“History is seen through the eyes of faith knowing that Jesus is the Lord of History.” 

Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted 

 

Students are encouraged to learn from the past and so live virtuous lives. Courses integrate the study of 

history, culture, and geography. History lets us know more than we can experience in our short lifetime. It 

is the most far-reaching subject of study. 

 

Course of Study:  Students take a total of four credits of history. 

 

Required Courses:      Elective Courses: 

Grade 9  World History & Geography I   Case Studies in History 

Grade 10 Western Civilization II    History of Media 

Grade 11 U.S. & Arizona History    

Grade 12  U.S. Government and Economics 

  

 

5111 – World History & Geography I   1 credit  Grade 9 

 

This course is designed to immerse students in the serious study of history and geography spanning from 

ancient times, through the medieval world, up to the Renaissance. Students also study the history of art, 

broadening their understanding of the various civilizations and of the fine arts in general. The cultivation 

of the student’s understanding of history will take place with a view to furthering his grasp of human nature 

and character.  

 

5115 – AP World History    1 credit  Grade 9 

 Prerequisites: Academic record, invitation based on HSPT score and writing sample. 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory college or university world 

history course. In AP World History students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and 

processes in six historical periods from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present. Students develop and 

use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians. The course provides five connections 

that students explore throughout the course—humans and the environment; role of the state; values of the 

culture; influences of the economy, and family supported by society. All students are required to take the 

Advanced Placement exam in May. 

 

5211 – Western Civilization II    1 credit  Grade 10 

 Prerequisite: World History & Geography; department approval 

This course continues the investigation of culture, politics and economics in many nations and physical 

regions across the world as shown in the literary, visual and musical arts of the 16th through the 20th 

centuries. At the High Renaissance, rival ideas concerning freedom and the human will emerge. The 

“Modern” period includes the results of World War II and the biography of Pope John Paul II.  
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5215 – AP European History   1 credit  Grade 10 

 Prerequisites: A or B in AP World History; A in World History with department approval 

AP European History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory college or university 

European history course. In AP European History students investigate significant events, individuals, 

developments, and processes in four historical periods from approximately 1450 to the present. Students 

analyze interactions: Europe and the rest of the world; rich and poor; objective knowledge and subjective 

visions; states and other institutions of power; individual and society; and national and European identity. 

As the background for the life of Karol Wojtyla, who became Pope John Paul II, students take note of the 

role culture plays in safeguarding Poland’s identity despite being erased from the map of Europe three 

different times. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 

 

5311 – U.S. & Arizona History   1 credit  Grade 11 

 

This survey course examines the development of the American nation from the colonial period to the 

present.  In addition to studying major themes in U.S. history, students develop critical thought, articulate 

themes, and write succinctly. Students read differing interpretations of past events. Students look at the 

cultural trends that produced some bioethical inventions of the U.S. and how they are used. 

 

5315 – AP U.S. History    1 credit  Grade 11 

 Prerequisite: A or B in Honors English II; A in English II with department approval 

In this college-level course, students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and 

processes in nine historical periods from approximately 1491 to the present. Students analyze seven themes 

to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: American and national 

identity; migration and settlement; politics and power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the 

world; geography and the environment; and culture and society. All students are required to take the 

Advanced Placement exam in May. 

 

5411 – U.S. Government    0.5 credit Grade 12 

 

This course studies the civic and political culture of the United States. Students understand an ethical 

philosophy of politics based on St. Thomas Aquinas’ explanation of the common good. This course suggests 

areas where the Ethics & Culture Leadership Seminar projects might be directed. 

 

5415 – AP U.S. Government    0.5 credit Grade 12 

Prerequisite: A or B in AP or H English Lang & Comp; A in English Lang & Comp with department 

approval 

AP United States Government and Politics examines politically significant concepts and themes, assessing 

causes and consequences of political events, and interpreting data to develop evidence-based arguments. 

Students understand an ethical philosophy of politics based on St. Thomas Aquinas’ explanation of the 

common good. This course suggests areas where the Ethics & Culture Leadership Seminar projects might 

be directed. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 
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5421 – Economics     0.5 credit Grade 12 

 

This course is an introduction to the science of economics, required by the State of Arizona. Topics of study 

include the laws of supply and demand, basic market structures, business organizations, and common causes 

and measures of economic growth. Students look at the basic principles of investment, followed by a 

simulated exercise in which they make their own investment decisions. Finally, students consider the pros 

and cons of using credit and borrowing money. Students will apply Catholic Social Teaching to the realm 

of business.  Integrating natural law and virtue, this study provides students with a rich explanation of 

ethical decision-making in business, a vital and positive element of human social life. 

 

5431 – Case Studies in History   0.5 credit Grade 12 elective 

 

A study of how religious faith in culture brings freedom (e.g. Poland, Philippines, Mexico, Italy, Asia). 

This course provides students with the opportunity to study another civilization applying the same analytical 

skills used in previous history courses to make a comparison of Western and another civilization. 

 

5441/8311 – History of Media   0.5 credit  Grades 11-12 elective 

 

Students will study the origins and development of mass communication in the United States beginning 

with the dawn of writing and extending through modern day mass media in America to include print, 

electronic and social media. Students will develop critical thinking skills by examining the impact of mass 

media and social communication on American society, education, culture, politics, and values.  

 

 

  



St. John Paul II Course Descriptions 

18 

 

Science (6000) 

 

“Science and math classes are taught with a posture of wonder towards the created world, 

knowing that God has imbued all creation with intelligibility.” 

Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted 

 

The Science program at Saint John Paul II Catholic High School provides students with a method of 

acquiring, organizing, analyzing, and explaining scientific data.  The purpose of the program is to foster in 

students knowledge of and respect for the order and beauty of creation, an awareness of the forces that 

shape our physical and biological world, and a sense of personal responsibility for the direction science and 

technology will take in the course of their lives. 

 

Course of Study:  Students take a total of three credits of science. Students may choose more science 

courses. 

 

Required Courses:     Elective Courses: 

Grade 9  Biology or Honors Biology   Anatomy and Physiology 

Grade 10 Chemistry or Honors Chemistry  AP Chemistry 

Grade 11 Physics or Honors Physics   AP Physics 1 

       AP Biology 

Environmental Science 

 

        

6111 – Biology     1 credit  Grade 9 

 

This college-prep course concentrates on the study of living organisms.  The fields of cell biology, 

classification, plant and animal physiology, genetics, evolution, and ecology are included. The relationship 

between science and faith is established, with particular focus on the necessity for ethical consideration in 

the life sciences. Taken during the same year as Human Person, this course gives students the opportunity 

to integrate a scientific understanding of the human person with a philosophical understanding of the human 

person. Personal and societal applications of biology are considered.  Laboratory skills are developed, and 

outside readings, including library research, are required. This course is designed with greater instructional 

support for students to deepen their knowledge of biological science. 

 

6113 – Honors Biology    1 credit  Grade 9 

 Prerequisite: Academic record and HSPT score by invitation 

In this honors course, students are introduced to the basic life processes that unify living organisms.  The 

fields of cell biology, classification, plant and animal physiology, genetics, evolution, and ecology are 

included in the course.  The relationship between science and faith is established, with particular focus on 

the necessity for ethical considerations in the life sciences. Taken during the same year as Human Person, 

this course gives students the opportunity to integrate a scientific understanding of the human person with 

a philosophical understanding of the human person. Personal and societal applications of biology are 

considered.  Laboratory skills are developed, and outside readings, including library research, are required. 

Emphasis will be on analytical thinking and application of knowledge. Students in Honors Biology will be 

required to do additional outside reading beyond the textbook, and to do research papers integrating 

biological concepts and current world issues.   

 

 

 

 



St. John Paul II Course Descriptions 

19 

 

6211 – Chemistry    1 credit  Grade 10  

Prerequisites: Biology and completion of Algebra I.  

This college-prep course introduces the fundamental concepts of matter and its changes.  An understanding 

of the reactions and interactions of atoms and molecules includes study of atomic theory and its relation to 

chemical behavior, chemical bonding, the mole and stoichiometry, molecular kinetics, energy relationships, 

solution dynamics, acids-bases, equilibrium, organic and biological chemistry, and nuclear interactions.  

The emphasis will be on everyday applications of chemistry and the environmental effects of modern 

society.  Concepts and skills are reinforced by a strong emphasis on hands-on laboratory experiences and 

the integration of other branches of science. This course is designed with greater instructional support for 

students to deepen their knowledge of chemical science. 

 

6213 – Honors Chemistry   1 credit  Grade 10 

Prerequisites: A or B in Honors Biology and an A or B in Honors Algebra I  

This course is a study of fundamental chemical concepts, such as atomic theory and its relation to chemical 

behavior, chemical bonding, the mole and stoichiometry, molecular kinetics, energy relationships, solution 

dynamics, acids-bases, equilibrium, organic and biological chemistry, and nuclear interactions. Emphasis 

is placed on the utilization of mathematical, analytical, data acquisition, and communication skills as well 

as interdisciplinary approaches to discovery. Concepts and skills are reinforced by a strong emphasis on 

hands-on laboratory experiences and the integration of other branches of science. Applications to society, 

individuals, and the utilization of technology are included.  Honors students in Chemistry will be more 

independent in the laboratory and use higher analytical and evaluative skills. 

  

6215 – AP Chemistry    1 credit  Grade 10, 12 

Prerequisites: A in Honors Biology and A in Algebra II. May be taken instead of Chemistry with 

department approval. 

The AP Chemistry course provides students with a college-level foundation to support future advanced 

course work in chemistry. Students cultivate their understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based 

investigations, as they explore topics such as atomic structure, intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical 

reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium. This course requires that 25 percent of the 

instructional time engages students in lab investigations. This includes a minimum of 16 hands-on labs (at 

least six of which are inquiry based), and it is recommended that students keep a lab notebook throughout. 

All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 

 

6311 – Physics     1 credit  Grade 11   

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment (or completion) of Algebra II.    

This college-prep course addresses the basic concepts of physics by studying topics of force, work, energy, 

fluids, sound, light, optics, electricity, magnetism, and atomic physics.  The course is taught using a lab-

based, experimental approach, integrating mathematical concepts into lab work as well as employing 

traditional problem-solving.  Students will utilize both traditional and electronic methods for laboratory 

analysis and reporting.  Practical applications of day-to-day physics are introduced. Its experimental 

approach lays the groundwork for logical scientific thought from data through analysis to conclusion. 

 

6313 – Honors Physics    1 credit  Grade 11 

 Prerequisites: A or B in Honors Algebra II; A in Algebra II with department approval 

Honors Physics reviews Newton’s laws and forces using vector mathematics.  Circular motion and energy 

are investigated, including the study of light and sound, electricity, and nuclear physics.  Laboratory 

experiences are incorporated with ongoing graphical, mathematical and writing applications. This class is 

an accelerated class that requires students to perform higher level mathematics, to be more independent in 

laboratory measurement techniques and analysis, and to use higher level analytical and evaluative skills in 

problem solving both graphically and mathematically. The depth and pace of this course is designed for 

students who have an aptitude for science and/or want to pursue a science-based major in college. 
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6315 – AP Physics 1: Algebra-Based  1 credit  Grade 11, 12 

 Prerequisites: A or B in Honors Algebra II; A in Algebra II with department approval 

AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Students cultivate their 

understanding of physics through inquiry-based investigations as they explore these topics: kinematics; 

dynamics; circular motion and gravitation; energy; momentum; simple harmonic motion; torque and 

rotational motion; electric charge and electric force; DC circuits; and mechanical waves and sound. This 

course requires that 25 percent of the instructional time be spent in hands-on laboratory work, with an 

emphasis on inquiry-based investigations that provide students with opportunities to demonstrate the 

foundational physics principles and apply the scientific practices. Colleges may require students to present 

their laboratory materials from AP science courses before granting college credit for laboratory work, so 

students should be encouraged to retain their laboratory notebooks, reports, and other materials. All students 

will take the AP exam in May. 

 

Elective Courses 

Students pursue personal areas of interest in more depth through the senior science elective, designed to 

provide knowledge for further study, to give practice in the logical thinking skills of the scientist, and to 

further analyze the difference between scientific and scientistic approaches to the study of the material 

world.  Those students enrolling in AP science courses take the appropriate AP exam in the spring. 

 

6321 – Environmental Science   1 credit  Grade 11, 12    

Prerequisites: C in Biology, C in Chemistry I   

The student studies interrelationships of environmental systems. This is an interdisciplinary course 

integrating scientific principles of chemistry, biology, and earth science  in relationships in the natural 

world.  The course will explore topics such as ecology, populations, resource use, pollution, and 

biodiversity.  Environmental problems, both natural and man-made, will be identified and analyzed in 

classroom lectures, labs, field work, and independent projects.  Preference is given to Grade 12 students. 

 

6331 – Anatomy & Physiology I  0.5 credit Grade 11, 12 

 Prerequisite: C or better in Biology 

This course studies human anatomy and physiology, that is, the structure and function of the human body.  

Knowledge of biochemistry, cell structure and function, and the basics of physiology from Biology are 

presumed. The student studies the structure and function of the human body in its systems, organs, and 

tissues.   

 

6341 – Anatomy & Physiology II  0.5 credit Grade 11, 12 

 Prerequisite: Anatomy & Physiology I   

This course studies human anatomy and physiology, that is, the structure and function of the human body.  

This second semester course includes a study of the pulmonary, cardiac, digestive, urinary, and reproductive 

systems.    

 

6415 – AP Biology    1 credit  Elective for seniors 

 Prerequisites: Biology, chemistry, with department approval 

AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding of 

biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore the following topics: evolution, cellular 

processes — energy and communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions. This 

course requires that 25 percent of the instructional time be spent in hands-on laboratory work, with an 

emphasis on inquiry-based investigations that provide students with opportunities to apply scientific 

practices. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 
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World Languages (7000) 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1 

 

Our patron, Pope Saint John Paul II, studied philology, spoke eleven languages, and developed the idea of 

bringing young people together from every land and language to encounter Christ in the World Youth Days. 

Course of Study: Students earn 2 credits in the same language. 

 

Courses  

Latin I   Spanish I Heritage Spanish I 

Latin II   Spanish II Heritage Spanish II 

Latin III    Spanish III         

AP Latin    AP Spanish Language      

 

Students who successfully complete two years of language study may elect to study other languages on-

line or through dual enrollment. 

 

7111 – Latin I    1 credit 

 

The study of grammar as the basis of the Trivium always used Latin. Students will learn the fundamentals 

of language by studying Latin grammar, which they will read, write, and even speak or sing. They will also 

learn some prayers of the Church in Latin. Finally, they will learn about the world of ancient Rome as the 

context for the Latin language. 

 

7211 – Latin II    1 credit 

 Prerequisite: Latin I or placement score 

The study of grammar continues through readings from ancient Rome, medieval writings, and modern 

announcements from the Catholic Church. Adding to their ability to read Latin, students will compose in 

Latin also. 

 

7311 – Latin III: Caesar & Cicero  1 credit 

 Prerequisite: Latin II or placement score 

The study of historical writing and of dialectic, the art of the logical argument, is the focus of reading and 

understanding Caesar’s Gallic Wars. The study of rhetoric, the art of compelling listeners, is the focus of 

reading and memorizing some portions of Cicero’s Orations.  

 

7415 – AP Latin   1 credit 

 Prerequisite: Latin III, teacher recommendation 

The AP Latin course focuses on the in-depth study of selections from two of the greatest works in Latin 

literature: Vergil's Aeneid and Caesar's Gallic War. Students have already read Bella Gallica in Latin III. 

The course requires students to prepare and translate the readings and place these texts in a meaningful 

context, which helps develop critical/dialectic, historical, and literary/rhetorical sensitivities. Throughout 

the course, students consider themes in the context of ancient literature and bring these works to life through 

classroom discussions, debates, and presentations. Additional English readings from Vergil and Caesar help 

place the Latin readings in a significant context. All students take the Advanced Placement exam. 
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7121 – Spanish I   1 credit 

 

Students learn grammar, specifically present and preterit tense and thematically grouped vocabulary in a 

communicative context. The student communicates with words/characters and phrases to express basic 

needs on familiar topics that have been practiced/memorized. The learner controls the accuracy within the 

practiced or memorized context and can be understood by one accustomed to dealing with language learners 

(sympathetic listeners). 

 

7131 – Heritage Spanish I  1 credit 

 

Available for students whose home language is Spanish, this course begins with listening to discussions 

and speaking about the four cultural competencies of making comparisons and connections between 

cultures and communities, and proceeds to specific instruction in the literary skills of reading and writing. 

 

7221 – Spanish II   1 credit 

 Prerequisite: Spanish I or placement score 

Students communicate with sentences and some connected sentences while expressing and elaborating on 

basic needs. Grammatically they use present, past and future tenses, and continue to build vocabulary 

organized by themes. Their communication has three modes: interpersonal—communication by any means, 

interpretive—reading and listening, and presentational—writing and speaking. They will also begin 

growing in the four cultural competencies through comparisons and connections between cultures and 

communities. The learner controls the language with enough accuracy to be understood by one accustomed 

to dealing with language learners. 

 

7231 – Heritage Spanish II  1 credit 

Prerequisite: Heritage Spanish I or placement score 

The main purpose of the Heritage Spanish courses is to build upon the language knowledge that students 

bring to the classroom and advance their proficiency of Spanish for multiple contexts. Special attention is 

given to building vocabulary, acquiring and effectively using learning strategies, and strengthening 

composition skills in Spanish. Cultural projects and readings reinforce learners’ understanding of the 

multiple issues related to the Hispanic cultures in the USA. Taught exclusively in Spanish, this course is 

designed for heritage or native speakers only. 

 

7321 – Spanish III   1 credit 

Prerequisite: Spanish II, Heritage Spanish II or placement score 

Students summarize and review Spanish grammar and usage. Speaking and listening skills are sharpened 

by discussion of current events and other topics of interest. In reading, the aims are to enlarge vocabulary 

and increase appreciation of the written language. The student communicates in various time frames in 

extended, organized paragraph-length discourse to respond to and resolve problem. The learner controls 

the language sufficiently to interact effectively with those unaccustomed to dealing with language learners. 

This course is designed to prepare students for the AP Spanish Language course. 
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7425 – AP Spanish Language & Culture 1 credit 

 Prerequisite: Spanish III, with department approval 

The AP Spanish Language and Culture course emphasizes communication (understanding and being 

understood by others) by applying the interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes of 

communication in real-life situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control, communication 

strategies, and cultural awareness. The AP Spanish Language and Culture course strives not to 

overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. To best facilitate the study of 

language and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively in Spanish. 

The AP Spanish Language and Culture course engages students in an exploration of culture in both 

contemporary and historical contexts. The course develops students' awareness and appreciation of cultural 

products (e.g., tools, books, music, laws, conventions, institutions); practices (patterns of social interactions 

within a culture); and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions). All students take the Advanced 

Placement exam in May. 
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Fine Arts (8000) 

“It is up to you, men & women who have given your lives to art, to declare with all the wealth of 

your ingenuity that in Christ the world is redeemed: the human person is redeemed, the human 

body is redeemed, and the whole creation … is redeemed. This is your task. Humanity in every 

age, and even today, looks to works of art to shed light upon its path and its destiny."  

Saint John Paul II, Letter to Artists (1999) 

 

God has endowed us with gifts and talents which we use to make us fully human and give Him glory. The 

arts “provide a record of the finest achievement of human spirit and help us define and measure culture.” 

Students explore the historical, social, and political expressions of humanity.  

Course of Study: Students earn 1.5 credits in Fine Arts 

 

* Courses with an asterisk require a signed Photo Permission Form on file. Admissions has this form. 

 

8111 – Speech *     0.5 credit Required, recommended for Grade 9  

 

This course is designed to improve the student’s oral communication skills. Students learn the Aristotelian 

understanding of rhetoric. Students “see the available means of persuasion” to captivate or move an 

audience.  

 

8121 – Drawing I     0.5 credit Grades 9-12 

 

This introductory course acquaints the student with the basic skills of drawing and the nature and purpose 

of art. 

 

8221 – Drawing II     0.5 credit Grades 10-12   

Prerequisite: Drawing I  

Building on the skills learned in Drawing I, this course extends the variety of media available and 

emphasizes drawing from observation. 

 

8231 – Intro to Calligraphic Arts  0.5 credit  Grades 10-12   

  

Calligraphy, beautiful writing, serves two purposes. In connecting the letters, the hand connects to the brain. 

Seeing words beautifully formed impresses those words more deeply on the mind. Penmanship combines 

fine motor and visual-spatial skills with the practicality of verbal communication. Students will read 

handwritten historical documents, learn the etiquette of correspondence, and practice fluent and legible 

handwriting. 

 

8315 – AP Studio Art: Portfolio   1 credit     Grades 11-12 

Prerequisites: Drawing II and teacher recommendation 

In this Advanced Placement course, students assemble a portfolio of original works of art in an area of 

interest with the goal of submitting it for exhibition and to satisfy the Advanced Placement course 

requirements. The portfolio contains works to demonstrate the artistic skills and ideas they have developed, 

refined, and applied over the course of the year to produce visual compositions. 
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8415 – AP Art History     1 credit  Grade 12 

Prerequisite: A or B in AP or Honors English, A in English, department approval 

The AP Art History course is equivalent to a two-semester introductory college course that explores the 

nature of art, art making, and responses to art. By investigating specific course content of 250 works of art 

characterized by diverse artistic traditions from prehistory to the present, the course fosters in-depth, holistic 

understanding of the history of art from a global perspective. Students become active participants in the 

global art world, engaging with its forms and content. They experience, research, discuss, read, and write 

about art, artists, art making, responses to, and interpretations of art. 

 

8131 – Chorus *     0.5 credit Grades 9-12 

Prerequisite: Demonstrated proficiency, department approval  

This performance course offers instruction on methods and techniques for developing one’s voice in a 

choral environment. Students will perform on various occasions outside of school hours. 

 

8141 – Band*     1 credit  Grades 9-12   

Prerequisites:  Band instrument experience, instrument from student, department approval 

Band is an intermediate level course designed for students who have at least one year of playing experience.  

Students will be required to perform in a band and will be challenged to learn the music theory behind what 

they perform.  The goal of the course is to develop the student’s musical skills. They learn theoretical 

concepts, develop skill as instrumentalists, and behave with proper performance etiquette. Students are 

required to participate in four concerts per year. One after-school practice is required each month.  This 

course may be repeated each year. 

 

8151 – Acting I*     0.5 credit  Grades 9-12 

  

This performance course teaches the basic craft of acting, culminating in presenting a show or shows. 

Students agree to attend one Saturday or holiday rehearsal if called by director.  Students will also attend a 

local play to write a review of the performance elements of the show.  This class is intended for those who 

have little or no prior theatrical training and experience. 

 

8251 – Acting II: Playing Shakespeare*  0.5 credit  Grades 10-12   

  Prerequisite:  Acting I or participation in a JPII play  

This performance course builds on the basic elements of the craft of acting.  The focus is on honing the 

craft through merging naturalistic techniques with Elizabethan drama.  Students will perform a 

Shakespearean play.  Students may be required to attend a rehearsal on Saturday or a holiday.  They should 

expect to memorize on their own time. 
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Digital Media (8000) 

“The Church is not only called upon to use the mass media to spread the Gospel but, today more than ever, 

to integrate the message of salvation into the ‘new culture’ that these powerful means of communication 

create and amplify.”  

Saint John Paul II, Rapid Development of Technology, 2005 

 

“Technology, as a tool, becomes a transparent and integral part of rich and flexible learning.  Through its 

users God can become present on the internet.  Children can be taught that Catholic values must be present 

in their real as well as their virtual lives.”  

Diocese of Phoenix Standards 

 

Computers and the internet are not neutral tools, so teachers and students use these with discretion, 

prudence, and discipline.  Students practice ethical use of digitally-based technologies to advance the 

culture of life. 

Course of Study: Students may earn 2.5 elective credits 

 

 

8161– Digital Photography   0.5 credit Grades 9-10 

 

This course helps the student to progress from taking casual snapshots to increasingly thoughtful images. 

Students learn how and why to use black and white photography. Students practice composition, principles 

of storytelling with images, and ethical use of images.  

 

8171 – Graphic Design    0.5 credit Grades 9-10  

Prerequisite:  Digital Photography  

 Students study professional graphic design techniques and produce their own creative work.  Principles of 

graphic design include layout, typefaces, image choice, formatting, and color schemes.  Students apply their 

knowledge of design elements as they develop individual pieces.  Some of these include logo creation, 

posters, event programs, and album or book covers.   

 

5441/8311 – History of Media   0.5 credit  Grades 11-12 

 

Students will acquire understanding of the origins and development of mass communication in the United 

States beginning with the dawn of writing and extending through modern day mass media in America to 

include print, electronic and social media. Students will develop critical thinking skills by examining the 

impact of mass media and social communication on American society, education, culture, politics, and 

values. 

 

8321 – Desktop Publishing/Yearbook  1.0 credit Grades 11-12 

Prerequisites: Either Digital Photography or Graphic Design May repeat for 2 credits  

Building upon the skills gained in other Digital Media and English courses, this course asks students to 

plan, design, develop, review and quality check a media project with aggressive deadlines.  The main 

deliverable for this course will be the St. John Paul II Yearbook.   Students in this course will learn project 

management skills: scheduling, budgeting, task and activity status management, and quality control.  They 

will interact with third-party vendors who assist in assembling this project.  Activities include advanced 

photography and editing, journalism techniques including copy writing, interview preparation (pre-/post-) 

and text delivery, and creative layout design and creation.  These efforts portray the yearly St. John Paul II 

experience. 
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Physical Education (9000) 

 

 “Athletic activity, when practiced in the right way, tends to develop strength, proficiency, resistance, and 

harmony, while favoring at the same time interior growth, becoming a school of loyalty, courage, 

endurance, tenacity, and brotherhood.” 

Saint John Paul II to Italian and Argentine soccer teams, 1979 

 

Course of Study:  Students take a total of 1 credit. Participating in sports can waive the requirement. 

 

 

9111 – Dance I *      0.5 credit   Grades 9-12   

  

This course is designed to introduce the basic elements of dance to the student without prior dance 

experience.  The students explore the fundamental concepts used in ballet and modern dance.  Dance 

history, critical analysis, and film study are incorporated into the curriculum.  The class culminates in a 

choreographed routine for the public at the end of the semester. 

 

9211 – Dance II*      0.5 credit  Grades  9-12   

  Prerequisites:  Dance I or teacher approval  

This course builds on skills learned from Dance I.  Students continue to expand and develop their repertoire 

to include more advanced moves from ballet and jazz.  The class culminates in the performance of a 

choreographed routine for the public at the end of the semester. 

9121 – Social Dance     0.5 credit  Grades 9-12     

This course provides instruction in the basic techniques, concepts, skills, and step patterns of social dances 

of the 19th and 20th centuries. Students will learn both solo and partner steps as well as techniques for 

leading and following in line, swing, square, contra, and ballroom dancing. Though the focus of the class 

will be studio practice, students will also examine the socio-historical significance of social dance. 

Attendance at rehearsals and performances is mandatory. 

9131 – Lifetime Sports and Fitness    0.5 credit Grades 9-12 

 

This course gives students the opportunity to develop sports interests and habits of good health. They 

increase their aerobic capacity in both team and individual sports.   

9100 – Team Sport Participation and Competition  0.25 credit Grades 9-12 

The P. E. requirement may be waived through participation on athletic teams.  ¼ credit is earned for a 

successful season of participation in a school-sponsored athletic offering. Each year there are three seasons 

(fall, winter, and spring). Ninth graders are encouraged to participate in athletics all three seasons. 
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Student Required Courses Inventory 

 

Course (Credits) 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Religion (4) 

Rev of Jesus (.5) 

Christology (.5) 

Mission of Jesus (.5) 

Nature of Church (.5) 

Sacraments (.5) 

Vocations (.5) 

Life in Christ (.5) 

History of Church (.5) 

Ethics & Culture (2) Human Person (.5) Principles of Ethics (.5) Bioethics (.5) 

Ethics & Culture 

Leadership Seminar (.5) 

English (4) Eng I - Classical (1) Eng II - World (1) 

Lang & Comp - 

British Lit (1) 

Lit & Comp - World Lit 

(1) 

Mathematics (4) Required (1) Required (1) Required (1) Required (1) 

History (4) 

World History & 

Geography I (1) 

Western Civilization II 

(1) US / AZ History 

US Government & 

Economics 

Science (3) Biology (1) Chemistry (1) Physics (1)  

Languages (2) Latin or Spanish (1) Latin or Spanish (1)   

Fine Arts (1.5) Speech (.5)    

Physical Education (1)     

Electives (2.5) 1 1.5 3.5 4.5 

TOTAL CREDITS 28 

(32 possible)     

 

 

Arizona Graduation Requirements  

 

Subject Credits 

English or English as a Second Language 4 credits 

Social Studies, including AZ history, US Gov, and Econ 3 credits 

Mathematics 4 credits 

Science 3 credits 

Fine Arts or Career and Technical Education 1 credit 

Locally Prescribed Courses 7 credits 

Total credits required for graduation  22 

 


