
JPII Summer AP World History Assignment 

This assignment is designed to orient you in history. Everything that has happened 

happened at a specific time in a certain place. But who can memorize all of those 

events and dates? You will choose ten “hinge” dates to memorize from the list below. 

Everything else you ever learn about history happened before or after a given “hinge” date.  

Read through the list of dates that follow. Choose ten. Memorize the date and the event. Then, learn one 

more fact about that date—a person involved, the country, the cause, the result.  

(Example: 1492 “Columbus sailed the ocean blue,” funded by Spanish monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella, 

the cause: who had defeated the Moors in 1492, so the war funds could be used for exploration) 

Then make a time line or fill in the chart below. Please hand write the information in ink. 

Due the first day of class: time line or chart; Quiz—write from memory the date and event. Be ready to 

explain the extra fact and your reason for choosing the dates. 

Date What happened? Extra information Why did you choose that date? 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

See dates on the following pages.  

  



2350 BC Noah’s Flood 

2250 BC Tower of Babel dispersion, nations founded 

2000 BC Abram born in Ur of the Chaldaeans 

1700 BC Hammurabi of Babylon writes law code 

1600 BC 
Phoenician civilization established in Mediterranean; invention of Phoenician 

alphabet 

1450 BC 
Exodus of Israel from Egypt; Ten Commandments given by God; Moses writes the 

Pentateuch 

1184 BC Trojan War between Myceneae and Troy; Fall of Troy 

1000 BC David begins reign in Jerusalem 

960 BC Solomon builds Temple in Jerusalem 

800 BC Homer composes The Iliad and The Odyssey 

753 BC Romulus founds Rome on the Tiber River in Italy 

586 BC 
Nebuchadnezzar destroys the Temple and Jerusalem (Babylonian captivity dates from 

606 BC with deportation of 10,000 Jews, including Daniel, to Babylon) 

539 BC 
Cyrus the Great issues decree to allow the Jews to return and rebuild the Temple and 

Jerusalem 

509 BC Rome becomes a Republic after the last of its kings is expelled 

508 BC Last Athenian tyrant overthrown; demokratia (rule by the people) begins in Athens 

492-79 BC The Greco-Persian War: Greece resists Persian conquest 

330 BC Alexander the Great conquers the Persian Empire 

146 BC Rome destroys Carthage, ending Third Punic War 

30 BC 
Octavian (Caesar Augustus) defeats Mark Antony to become the first emperor of 

Rome 

2 BC Birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem of Judea 

33 AD 
Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ; outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 

Church 

43 AD Britain becomes a Roman province when Caractacus is defeated by Claudius 

48 AD 
Conversion of Saul; writes most of the New Testament epistles and establishes many 

churches 

64 AD Persecution of the Christians begins in the Roman Empire 

70 AD 
Jerusalem and the Temple destroyed following Jewish revolt; Jews scattered a second 

time 

312-13 
Emperor Constantine becomes a Christian; issues Edict of Milan to end Christian 

persecution 

325 First Ecumenical Council adopts Nicene Creed defining orthodox Christian doctrine 

330 Constantine founds Constantinople and moves the seat of the Roman Empire thither 

426 Roman legions leave Britain to fight increasing barbarian invasions 

432 Briton Patrick captured by Irish slavers; eventually evangelizes pagan Ireland 

http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/faq/flood.asp
http://www.answersingenesis.org/docs/4215cen_s1998.asp
http://emuseum.mnsu.edu/archaeology/sites/middle_east/ur.html
http://eawc.evansville.edu/anthology/hammurabi.htm
http://phoenicia.org/
http://phoenicia.org/alphabet.html
http://phoenicia.org/alphabet.html
http://www.bible.ca/maps/maps-the-exodus.htm
http://godstenlaws.com/commandments.htm
http://www.bible.org/docs/ot/books/pent-int.htm
http://www.mala.bc.ca/~johnstoi/clas101/troy.HTM
http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/go.asp?MFAH0b1w0
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04642b.htm
http://www.jerusalem.muni.il/
http://www.templemount.org/solomon.html
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0004&layout=&loc=homer
http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/iliad.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/odyssey.html
http://eawc.evansville.edu/ropage.htm
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/nebuchadnezzar.html
http://www.aish.com/literacy/jewishhistory/Crash_Course_in_Jewish_History_Part_23_-_Babylonian_Exile.asp
http://www.ccel.org/h/henry/mhc2/MHC27000.HTM
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/539cyrus1.html
http://www.jerusalem-archives.org/period1/1-11.html
http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/ROME/REPUBLIC.HTM
http://www.augie.edu/dept/history/athe.htm
http://www.indiana.edu/~kglowack/athens/
http://www.ancientgr.com/archaeonia/history/classical/persian_wars.htm
http://www.fsmitha.com/h1/ch11.htm
http://history.boisestate.edu/westciv/punicwar/
http://www.vroma.org/~bmcmanus/antony.html
http://www.bethlehemstar.net/
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/terasaka/crucify.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/easter.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/jesus/home.html
http://www.htmlbible.com/kjv30/B44C002.htm
http://www.gospelcom.net/chi/HERITAGF/Issuenos/chl121.shtml
http://christianreunion.org/churchis.htm
http://www.roman-britain.org/
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Acropolis/5744/tracts/gc_saul.html
http://www.ntgateway.com/paul/
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Ithaca/7730/Christian_martyrs/TenPersIntro.html
http://www.livius.org/ja-jn/jewish_wars/jwar04.html
http://www.livius.org/ja-jn/jewish_wars/jwar03.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04295c.htm
http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/bible/milan.stm
http://www.creeds.net/ancient/nicene.htm
http://w4u.eexi.gr/~ippotis/consten.html
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000757.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11554a.htm


449 Briton chief Vortigern invites Anglo-Saxons to Britain to help fight the Picts 

451 Attila the Hun defeated at the Battle of Chalôns in Gaul 

476 
Germans sack Rome and replace emperor with their king; Western Roman Empire 

ends 

496 Clovis, king of the Franks in Gaul, converts to Christianity 

622 Flight of the Prophet (Mohammed) from Mecca to Medina 

711 Visigothic kingdom of Spain falls to the Mohammedans 

732 Charles the Hammer defeats the Mohammedans at Tours / Poitiers in France 

800 Charlemagne crowned in Rome on Christmas Day; Holy Roman Empire established 

843 Treaty of Verdun divides Charlemagne’s Empire into Germany, Italy, and France 

911 Charles the Simple gives Normandy to Rollo the Viking in exchange for peace 

1066 
Norman Duke William defeats Saxon Harold at Hastings; Norman rule of Saxon 

England begins 

1077 
Palestine falls to the Turks; persecution of Christian pilgrims sparks two centuries of 

Crusades 

1166 Assize of Clarendon re-establishes trial by jury in England 

1202 
Fibonacci publishes Liber Abaci: popularizes Arabic numbers, concept of zero in 

Europe 

1215 John Lackland signs the Magna Charta under duress at Runnymede 

1241 Death of the Great Khan arrests Mongol invasion of Europe 

1248 English scientist Roger Bacon publishes formula for gunpowder, invented by Chinese 

1295 
Marco Polo returns from China; introduces idea of paper, paper money, coal, post 

riders, wealth of the East 

1337-1453 Hundred Years’ War between England and France 

1382 Wycliffe finishes his English translation of the Bible 

1440-55 Johann Gutenberg invents and perfects printing press using moveable metal type 

1453 
Turks conquer Constantinople; end Roman Empire of the East; establish Ottoman 

Empire 

1492 Ferdinand and Isabella drive the last Moors (Muslims) from Spain 

1492 October 12: Columbus lands on American soil in the West Indies 

1498 Vasco da Gama rounds Cape of Good Hope and reaches India by sea for Portugal 

1517 October 31: Martin Luther posts 95 Theses on Wittenberg chapel door 

1519-22 Ferdinand Magellan circumnavigates the globe 

1534 Act of Supremacy recognizes king rather than pope as head of the church of England 

1543 Copernicus publishes the heliocentric theory of the solar system 

 

http://www.angelcynn.org.uk/
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/451jordanes38.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/romans/history/fall.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/romans/history/fall.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/gregtours1.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10424a.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/history/earlymiddle/visigoths.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03629a.htm
http://history.boisestate.edu/westciv/charles/
http://www.encyclopedia.com/html/H/HolyR1oma.asp
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wggerman/map/verdun.htm
http://www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/maptext_n2/franks.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/vikings/
http://www.battle1066.com/intro.shtml
http://www.bartleby.com/65/tu/Turks.html
http://www.medievalcrusades.com/
http://www.constitution.org/eng/assizcla.htm
http://plus.maths.org/issue3/fibonacci/
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/mcarta.html
http://historymedren.about.com/library/prm/bl1mongolinvasion.htm
http://www.sciencenet.org.uk/Origins/gunpowder.html
http://www.silk-road.com/artl/marcopolo.shtml
http://sun.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/igcs/
http://www.ehistory.com/middleages/hundredyearswar/overview.cfm

